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Introduction: Overview of this Book

An overview of this book is provided for the benefit of English-speaking read-
ers. Though it is considered that anyone who picks up this book can read Japanese,
this English-language overview has been provided to enable more rapid judgments of

whether the book will pique readers’ interests and satisfy their curiosity.

Historical Research on Japanese Kana Writing examines classical Japanese texts
written in kana characters interspersed with a small number of kanji, known as kana
materials. The book discusses the types of characters used in kana materials (character
types'), the relationship between language and the strings of characters used to express
it (character use), and the real attention paid by transcribers to the differences in kana
forms (form awareness and transcription attitude) from the perspective of historical re-

search on characters and writing in Japanese language studies in four parts.

m Part 1 Historical Research on Japanese Kana Writing: Purpose, terminology,

materials, methods

Part 1 explains preliminary materials required to understand the content of this book.
Specifically, it highlights the purpose, terminology, research material characteristics,

research methods, and classification perspectives of this study.
m Part2 Examination of characters in kana materials

Part 2, which was adapted from five separate papers, is an attempt to objectively in-
dicate the degree of proximity among multiple manuscripts or prints of kana materials
with the same title and content by looking at the script. The objective indicators used

for this analysis are the number of kana variants, percentage of kanji content, and de-
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gree of consistency in line break positions.

Chapters 1 through 3 examine manuscripts and prints of “Hanachirusato,” one of
the 54 chapters of The Tale of Genji. After investigating and comparing the number of
kana variants and percentage of kanji content in over 60 manuscripts and prints, they
propose a grouping based on objective criteria.

Chapter 4 gives an analysis of Senshu University’s manuscript of the “Kiritsubo”
chapter of The Tale of Genji in comparison with other Kiritsubo manuscripts for the
number of kana variants and percentage of kanji content.

Chapter 5 gives a comparison of two manuscripts copied from the same original
manuscript”’, finding that even in volumes copied with the utmost care, while words
written in kanji were transcribed into the same kanji form, words written in kana were

sometimes transcribed into different forms, albeit with the same pronunciation™.

m Part3 The relationship between language and the strings of characters used to

express it (character use)

Part 3 focuses on two issues: the relationship between language and the strings of
characters used to express it, and how kanji characters were introduced into kana mate-
rials.

Chapters 1 through 3 focus on the use of multiple kana with similar sounds but dif-
ferent forms (homophone kana variants). They look specifically at the kana “ha” to test
the validity of the theory that multiple homophone kana variants coexist and are used
complementarily at the beginning versus the middle and end of words. Chapter 2 also
discusses the phoneme change known as the “ha-row sound shift” and its influence on
the use of kana forms ".

Chapter 4 looks at the degree of kanji normalization during the process of the in-
troduction of kanji into kana materials. Chapter 5 discusses the phenomenon in which,

through the same process, kanji forms become extremely abbreviated.
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m Part4 The attention paid by transcribers to differences in kana forms

Part 4 discusses the attention paid by transcribers to the differences in kana forms
(form awareness, transcription attitude).
Chapter 1 examines the Etsumokusho, a treatise on the creation of waka poems from
the medieval era. A comparison of different copies of this text presents the normative
consciousness that prescribed the complementary use of homophone kana variants and
the gradual spread of cases of misunderstandings of these norms.

Chapter 2 examines copies of The Tale of Genji that were transcribed in the pre-war
era and discusses how transcribers actually made use of homophone kana variants.

Chapter 3 discusses the Elementary School Ordinance Enforcement Regulations
promulgated by the Japanese Ministry of Education in 1900 and how the hiragana
forms established by them were received.

Chapter 4 discusses the character strings used in auxiliary notations written beside
the main text in the early modern Shinpen Shishi annotated edition of The Tale of Genji
and explores the process by which these were incorporated into the colloquial transla-

tion.

SAITO Tatsuya

" “Character type” includes both the issue of kanji versus kana and that of different
characters used to express the same phonemes within kana.

" The manuscript mentioned here is the Muromachi-period Shotetsuhon by renga poet
Shotetsu.

' In pre-1900s Japanese kana writing, multiple kana forms existed for the same pho-
nemes.

“This is the origin of the phenomenon in which some kana beginning with “h” are pro-

nounced as beginning with “w” in the middle or end of words.
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